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[ Abstract]

Although active learning has been gaining attention in higher education, it remains infrequently
used in courses that focus on studying for certification exams. Factors that have been blamed for
preventing active learning from becoming more prevalent in certification courses are: students’
preferences of learning attitude and learning method (Agawa 2008; Chikada and Sugino 2015) as well as
instructors’ working environment, awareness toward teaching methodologies, and their expertise
(Hashimoto 2015). This article argues for a pedagogical method of active learning, namely collaborative
learning, in TOEIC-oriented courses. Furthermore, active learning is necessary for university students to
support their learning by building their social skills that will be necessary after graduation. A total
number of 40 learners in two elementary TOEIC-oriented courses experienced peer instruction developed
by Mazur (1997) over 13 weeks in a semester. The collaborative learning method resulted in offering
learners a successful and meaningful learning opportunity. This article concludes that implementing
active learning in TOEIC-oriented courses has a great possibility and advantage in reinforcing learners’

English ability through collaborating with others.
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