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Kyoto University Professor Emeritus Foundation
A Message upon the publication of the 3rd issue of the Masaaki Morisita

Research Memorial & Foundation Journal

With the publication of the 3rd issue of the Masaaki Morisita Research Memorial &
Foundation Journal, we would like to express our gratitude to all those who published,
researched and edited.

Although Masaaki Morisita’s field of research was population ecology, this journal is
instead focused on tourism. We at the foundation would like to spread to the world the spirit
of Masaaki Morisita’s research. In the first issue of this journal, we mentioned that Masaaki
Morisita was 65 when, in the December issue of the 1978 essays on population ecology, he
said the following: “Although the days are coming to a close, the road I must walk is still
shrouded in a haze. I don’t know which direction I will go from here, but I would like to
continue taking one step at a time. This is a lesson I learned, even when I didn’t know what
I wanted to study, when mentors and professors like Hachiro Yuasa and Kinji Imanishi
passionately taught and supported me.” (The full text is linked below.)

It was a time when the retirement age of business men was 55, and Professor Morisita
was at Kyushu University and Kyoto University. This is when Professor Morisita developed
Morisita’s Overlap Index, which is still in use today. And despite reaching Kyoto
University’s retirement age of 63, he continued with his research. While receiving advice
from this foundation’s distinguished advisor Yuichi Ono, Professor Morisita was awarded
the Distinguished Statistical Ecologist Award. The details of this can be found in Professor’s
Ono’s essay “Remembering Professor Masaaki Morisita,” available on this foundation’s
homepage.

We at the Masaaki Morisita Research Memorial & Foundation would like to continue
the spirit of Professor Morisita’s research. With this research journal, we would like to
disseminate that spirit to the world in the fields of tourism and management services. We

appreciate everyone’s continued support.

Kyoto University Professor Emeritus Masaaki Morisita Research Memorial & Foundation

Director
Masayuki Maruyama, PhD, Economics
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