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Towards Building a Model of Community Business Development
- Case Studies of Rural Revitalization -
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[Abstract]

Japan has seen a rapidly declining birthrate and a growing aging population, both recognized as serious social
problems, especially in rural areas.

In addition, due to the financial deterioration of the national and local governments, solving regional issues
such as town planning, welfare, education and the environment via administrative measures alone has become
increasingly difficult. This paper proposes that a Community Business (hereafter referred to as "CB") can be an
effective means for rural revitalization. I consider the process from the creation of a CB to its development, and the
resulting effect on rural revitalization.

My study has revealed the following issues:

(1) the challenge of clarifying the process of CB development (building a common understanding of the CB, and
creating a model based on this common understanding).

(2) the challenge of clarifying the effect of CB on rural revitalization (classifying the CB business structure and
regulating the effect of the classification on rural revitalization).

(3) the challenge of reconciling the different regional contributions and profits of a CB ((3)-1: How to achieve rural
revitalization with the creation of a CB when regional policy issues are shared by government and citizens (3)-2: How

to achieve rural revitalization when developing a CB in a marginal village).
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